READER RESPONSE INSTRUCTIONS
FORMAT: APA
· Cover letter
· Abstract (250 words or a paragraph explaining what your paper is about). 
· 1 page- single space (see requirements for page content below) FULL page. 
· Reference page 


Content 1 page single space 
1st paragraph- intro APA format of reading (a summary):  Here you will include your thesis statement highlighted or underlined. See templates for introducing the reading on Blackboard. I suggest you to print out the templates and make it a habit to use them on all your work. Try different ways to introduce your work and also to apply parenthetical citations using APA (framing quotations). Intro + quote + contribution 
[image: ] 
2nd paragraph- An analysis of the reading: here you can incorporate a quote APA framing quotations.  
An analysis of a text allows you to examine the parts of a text to understand what it means and how it makes its meaning. Your goal is to offer your judgment of the text and to persuade readers to see it through your analytical perspective. Sample of analysis essay. 
Drafting an analytical thesis statement 
An effective thesis statement for analytical writing responds to a question about a text or tries to resolve a problem in the text. Remember that your thesis isn’t the same as the text’s thesis or main idea. Your thesis presents your judgment of the text’s argument. 
If student writer Emilia Sanchez had started her analysis of “Big Box Stores Are Bad for Main Street” (pp. 72–73) with this thesis statement, she merely would have repeated the main idea of the article. 
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3rd paragraph- A synthesis of the reading (conclusion): here you can make a connection to other texts or use your preexisting knowledge in connection with the reading. This part should be clear and logical. 

Placing sources in conversation 
You can show readers how the ideas of one source relate to those of another by connecting and analyzing the ideas in your own voice. After all, you’ve done the research and thought the issues, so you should control the conversation. When you effectively synthesize sources, the thread of your argument should be easy to identify and to understand, with or without your sources. 
[image: ]

NOTE: this format of writing can change as you are exploring different ways of writing effectively. 

Rubric for grading RR’s: I will grade every RR base on the use of analytical skills, synthesis skills, creativity, revision process and improvement on each RR.  

A RR that effectively tries to address format, content, originality, revision, constant thesis revision, analysis, synthesis, summary, effectively incorporates quotes and uses templates effectively and creativity is a 20-25 points paper which is equivalent to A paper 

A RR that addresses format (APA cover page, abstract, reference page) effectively and understands the language of summary (objective), analysis and synthesis and writes thoughts clearly is a 15-19 points paper. 

A RR that does not show any improvement in terms of format (APA), no progress, no thesis development, no analysis, no synthesis, no paraphrasing, no quotes, no summary is a 4 or 3 points paper. It could be less points for not trying to revise your paper. 
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[In her essay “Big Box Stores Are Bad for Main Street,
Betsy Taylor focuses not on the economic effects of large
chain stores but on the effects these stores have on the
“soul” of America. She argues that stores like Home Depot,
Target, and Wal-Mart are bad for America because they
draw people out of downtown shopping districts and cause
them to focus on consumption. In contrast, she believes
that small businesses are good for America because
they provide personal attention, encourage community
interaction, and make each city and town unique.] [But
Taylor's argument is unconvincing because it is based on
sentimentality—on idealized images of a quaint Main
Street—rather than on the roles that businesses play in

consumers’ lives and communities.]
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23 October 2013
Rethinking Big-Box Stores

In her essay “Big Box Stores Are Bad for Main Street,” Betsy
Taylor focuses not on the economic effects of large chain stores but
on the effects these stores have on the “soul” of America. She argues
that stores like Home Depot, Target, and Wal-Mart are bad for America
because they draw people out of downtown shopping districts and
cause them to focus on consumption. In contrast, she believes that
small businesses are good for America because they provide personal
attention, encourage community interaction, and make each city and
town unique. But Taylor’s argument is unconvincing because it is based
on sentimentality—on idealized images of a quaint Main Street—rather
than on the roles that businesses play in consumers’ lives and
communities. By ignoring the complex economic relationship between
large chain stores and their communities, Taylor incorrectly assumes
that simply getting rid of big-box stores would have a positive effect on
America’s communities.

Taylor’s use of colorful language reveals that she has a sentimental
view of American society and does not understand economic realities.
In her first paragraph, Taylor refers to a big-box store as a “25-acre slab
of concrete with a 100,000 square foot box of stuff” that “land[s] on a
town,” evoking images of a powerful monster crushing the American way
of life (1011). But she oversimplifies a complex issue. Taylor does not
consider that many downtown business districts failed long before chain
stores moved in, when factories and mills closed and workers lost their
jobs. In cities with struggling economies, big-box stores can actually
provide much-needed jobs. Similarly, while Taylor blames big-box stores
for harming local economies by asking for tax breaks, free roads, and other
perks, she doesn’t acknowledge that these stores also enter into economic
partnerships with the surrounding communities by offering financial

benefits to schools and hospitals.
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Taylor’s assumption that shopping in small businesses is always
better for the customer also seems driven by nostalgia for an old-
fashioned Main Street rather than by the facts. While she may be right
that many small businesses offer personal service and are responsive
to customer complaints, she does not consider that many customers
appreciate the service at big-box stores. Just as customer service is
better at some small businesses than at others, it is impossible to
generalize about service at all big-box stores. For example, customers
depend on the lenient return policies and the wide variety of products
at stores like Target and Home Depot.

Taylor blames big-box stores for encouraging American “hyper-
consumerism,” but she oversimplifies by equating big-box stores with bad
values and small businesses with good values. Like her other points, this
claim ignores the economic and social realities of American society today.
Big-box stores do not force Americans to buy more. By offering lower prices
in a convenient setting, however, they allow consumers to save time and
purchase goods they might not be able to afford from small businesses. The
existence of more small businesses would not change what most Americans
can afford, nor would it reduce their desire to buy affordable merchandise.

Taylor may be right that some big-box stores have a negative impact
on communities and that small businesses offer certain advantages. But
she ignores the economic conditions that support big-box stores as well
as the fact that Main Street was in decline before the big-box store
arrived. Getting rid of big-box stores will not bring back a simpler America
populated by thriving, unique Main Streets; in reality, Main Street will not

survive if consumers cannot afford to shop there.
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SAMPLE SYNTHESIS (DRAFT)
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?;g;r‘?‘gf‘h e use of weight-loss drugs is unlikely to have an effect without
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this level of care is prohibitively expensive.
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own thoughts. designed to educate doctors on obesity called for “major

changes in some aspects of western culture” (Hoppin &
Taveras, 2004, Conclusion section, para. 1). Solving the
childhood obesity problem will require broad mobilization
of doctors and concerned parents and also of educators,
food industry executives, advertisers, and media
representatives.
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